LUDWIK STERNBACH 


SOME SURPRISES FROM SUBHASITA-SAMGRAHA-S 


It is generally known that subhdsita-sarngraha-s contain poetry of 
known and unknown Sanskrit authors and, though their attributions 
are «notoriously careless and confused », they are of great value to 
the history of Sanskrit literature, for they preserve often unknown 
otherwise poetry. It is, however, generally unknown that the poetry 
quoted in anthologies show that some authors of repute who wrote 
some technical treatises were also poets in their own right. It might 
be, for instance surprising to note that lexicographers, such as Ama- 
radatta, the author of the Amaramala was also a poet whose verse 
was quoted in the Subhdsitaratnakosa (SkV.); that Amarasithha the 
well-known autor of the Amarakosa was aso a lyrical poet whose 11 
verses were quoted in SkV., Sad-ukti-karnamrta (Skm.), Prasanna(sahi- 
tyaratndkara) and Vidy(a@karasahasraka), that Bopalita, one of the earlier 
lexicographers mentioned by Halayudha, Medinikara, Sundaragani, Ujjva- 
ladatta, Bhanuji, Mahesvara, Ramayakuta and Sivadatta was also the 
author of a lyrical verse quoted in SkV.; that Vacaspati, the lexicogra- 
pher and grammarian and author of the Kosa-Sabdarnava was the author 
of 11 amatory and other verses quoted in SkV., Skm. and Prasanna; 
or that Halayudha, author of the Abhidhanaratnamala was the author 
of some punning, mythological and devotional verses quoted in SkV. 
and Skm. The famous grammarian Panini and the author of the Asta- 
dhyayi might also be the author of 26 amatory, lyrical and sententious 
verses, though it is not certain whether Panini, the grammarian is 
identical with Panini quoted in anthologies, but Bhaguri/Bhagura, the 
grammarian and lexicographer was the author of a lyrical verse quoted 
in SkV. and containing a beautiful description of a young girl; and that 
Saranadeva, the grammarian was also the author of 5 lyrical and devo- 
tional verses quoted in Skm. Logicians and theologians, such as the 
celebrated Buddhist teacher Agvaghosa, was the author of several sen- 
tentious verses quoted in SKV. and Vallabhadeva’s Subhdsitavali (VS.); 
Dharmakirti, the famous Buddhist logician and philosopher was the 
author of 29 mostly lyrical verses quoted in SKV., Skm., Jalhana’s Sakti- 
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muktavali (JS.), Sdrngadhara’s Paddhati (SP.), VS., Prasanna., etc.; 
Salikanatha, the mimdmsdka from Bengal and author of the Nydyakusu- 
maitijali was also the author of 5 anyokti-s and sententious verses quoted 
in SkV. and Skm.; and Siromani (Raghunatha) from the 15th century 
and the author of the Atmatattvavivekatika and of at least nine other 
works on nydya, etc. was also the author of a verse quoted in Vidy. Of 
the numerous dharmasastrin-s quoted in anthologies Kalana Upadhyaya 
from Mithila was also the author of 6 lyrical verses dealing mostly with 
women; Citrapatisarman, who was a dharmasastrin and mimadmsaka, 
was the author of 3 verses included in Vidy.; Vacaspatimigra from the 
15th century, the author of 31 works on dharmasastra and ten works on 
dargana was also the author of 2 lyrical verses quoted in Vidy.; Vijfia- 
negvara, the famous jurist of the 15th century and author of the Mitdak- 
sara, was also the author of a sententious verse quoted in the Subha- 
sitaharikavi (SH), Siktiratnahara (SRHt.) and the Subhdsita-sudhanidhi 
(SSSN.); Vigvegvara from the 16th century, the author of the Smrtisa- 
muccaya was the author of a lyrical verse quoted in Vidy.; Srikara, a 
jurist from the 11th century from Mithila, was the author of a lyrical 
verse quoted in Skm.; Sacalamisra from the 18th century, a dharma- 
Sastrin and High Curt Judge of Bihar, was the author of 3 verses quoted 
in Vidy.; and Halligarma, a dharmasdstrin, grammarian and tdntrika 
from Harinagar, Darbhanga District, of the 19th century, was also the 
author of a verse quoted in Vidy. 

Other unexpected poets whose verses are quoted in anthologies are 
authors of rhetorics, poetics, etc., such as Abhinavagupta (5 lyrical 
verses), Anandavardhana (25 amatory, devotional, descriptive and sen- 
tentious verses), Udbhata (10 lyrical verses), Bhamaha (5 lyrical and 
descriptive verses), Mammata (one lyrical verse), Vamana (12 lyrical 
verses) and Visvanatha (2 amatory verses); physicians and authors of 
treatises on medicine, as Vaidya Gadadhara, the author of the Cikitsa- 
sarasamgraha, who was also the author of 35 devotional and lyrical 
verses mostly based on the description of wild-life which are quoted 
in Skm.; and Haricandra, a physician from the 12th century who was 
also the author of a flattery verse quoted in VS.; chroniclers and histo- 
rians, as Kalhana and Jonaraja who were authors of 17 lyrical and sen- 
tentious verses and of three sententious verses and anyokti-s respecti- 
vely; an authority on the Kamasitra, as Vatsyayana who was the author 
of 14 mostly sententious verses; and political figures, as Indrabhanu and 
Utpalaraja, who were authors of a single flattery verse and of 10 lyrical 
verses respectively. Not all of these verses are of high poetical value; 
some are poetically poor, particularly, those quoted in Vidy., for Vidya- 
karamisra wanted to include in his anthology as many verses as possible 
of Mithila writers. On the other hand, it must be noted that it was usual 
and not out of place for a member of Sanskrit speaking intelligentsia 
in ancient and mediaeval India to compose, particularly, some devotional 
verses and, should the occasion arise, also some flattery verses. 
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Anthologies quote also the poetry of many well-known authors not 
preserved in their known poems. Some are spurious verses, but many 
can be considered as verses omitted from the MSs. of these authors’ 
works or from unknown works of these authors which became lost; 
these verses can be considered as « new » or unknown verses of these 
authors; in any case they were by tradition considered as such, And so, 
3 verses quoted in anthologies were probably « new » verses from the 
Balabhdrata of Amaracandra, 3 verses from the Bhisetanavallabha of 
Utpreksavallabha, 2 verses from the Rajatarangini of Kalhana, upto 50 
verses from the Nitisara of Kamandaki, upto 116 verses from the works 
of Kalidisa, of which 44 were noted already by Th. Aufrecht and 
A. Scharpé, 1 verse from the Janakiharana of Kumiaradasa, 1 verse from 
the Mukundamdlastotra of Kulagekhara, 3 verses from the Prabandha- 
candrodaya of Krsnamisra, 5 verses from the Ratirahasya of Kokkoka, 
upto 10 verses from the Kautiliya Arthasastra of Kautilya, 1 verse from 
the Candakausika-nataka of Ksemisvara, upto 248 verses from the lost 
poems of Ksemendra, 3 verses from the Arydsaptasati of Govardhana, 
3 verses from Jagannitha Pandita’s works, 4 verses from the Nalacampi 
of Trivikramabhatta, 6 verses from Dandin’s works, 1 verse from the 
Satyavrata Rukmangala-nataka of Devabodhi, upto 12 verses from the 
Venisarhara of Narayanabhatta, upto 75 verses from Bilhana’s poems, 
1 verse from the Bhattikdvya of Bhattasvamin, upto 34 verses from 
Bhavabhiiti’s works, upto 130 verses from Bhanukara’s poems, 1 verse 
from the Kavyalamkara of Bhamaha, upto 15 verses from the Kirdata- 
rjuntya of Bharavi, 1 verses from the Srikanthacarita of Mankha, upto 
22 verses from the Sisupdlavadha of Magha, upto 32 verses from the 
Anargharaghava-nataka of Murari, upto 16 verses from the Haravijaya- 
kavya of Ratnakara, upto 157 verses from Rajagekhara works, some of 
which, particularly on poets and poetry, must have been lost, upto 
13 verses from Varahamihira’s works, 5 verses from the Kdmasitra of 
Vatsyayana, upto 9 verses from the Mudrardksasa of Visakhadatta, 
1 verse from the Sankaracarya works, 2 verses from the Rajendrakarna- 
pira of Sambhu, upto 15 verses from the Kapphindbhudaya of Siva- 
svamin, 2 verses from Siidraka’s works, upto 26 verses from Sriharsa’s 
I works, upto 33 verses from the Naisadhiyacarita of Sriharsa’s II, 6 ver- 
ses from the Vdsavadatta of Subandhu, 1 verse from the Kathdasaritsa- 
gara of Somadeva and 3 verses from the Siktimuktavali of Harihara. 


Obviously these verses could also belong to unknown works of the 
authors mantioned above, or be composed by them occasionally and be 
a part of their known works; they could have also been wrongly attri- 
buted to the respective authors in anthologies. However, many of these 
verses are written in the style of the known poems of the authors 
quoted above and fit these works very well. 


Another unexpected phenomenon noticed in anthologies is the con- 
fusion encountered in anthologies in quotations from technical treatises 
and, in particular, in treatises on horses by Jayadatta, Nakula nad Bhoja. 
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Jayadatta was the author of the Asvavaidyaka, called also ASsvacikitsa 
and of the unpublished Sdlihotra; Nakula of the Asvacikitsa and Asva- 
Sastra and Bhoja of the Sdlihotra (which also means generally veteri- 
narian art). These works were published and are known to us. SP., SRHt. 
and SSSN. quoted 58 verses over the name of Jayadatta and Nakula, in 
addition to 19 verses quoted over the name of Sdlihotra. Of the 18 verses 
attributed specifically to Jayadatta, only 9 were Jayadatta’s Asvavaidyaka, 
while 9 were Nakula’s verses culled from the Asvacikitsa and out of 
28 verses attributed specifically to Nakula only one verse was from 
Nakula’s Asvavaidyaka while 27 were culled from Jayadatta’s Asvaci- 
kitsa; some of these verses were also included in both works and in the 
Sdlihotra, Bhoja’s Nitikalpataru and the Yuktikalpataru. 


In their studies on Sanskrit and Prakrt poetesses, Dr. V. Raghavan 
(Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Society 25. 49-74; 27, 279-290) and 
J. B. Chaudhuri in his book on Sanskrit Poetesses (Calcutta, 1941), men- 
tioned a number of Sanskrit poetesses; they based themselves mainly 
on subhdsita-samgraha-s. To these poetesses mentioned and described 
already, the following which appear exclusively in anthologies may be 
added: Malati, a poetess mentioned in the introduction to Vidy., though 
none of her verses are quoted; Laksmidevi, the wife of Rajatari Sirhha 
Deva of Mithila whose 3 lyrical verses are quoted in Vidy.; Lakhima- 
thakkurAjfif, a poetess and principal queen of king Sivasirhha of Mithila 
from the 15th century who ruled for about 15 years after the king’s 
death and patronized Vidyapati; seven of her lyrical verses are also 
quoted in Vidy.; Lila or Lilavati, the principal queen and wife of king 
Bhoja of Dhara who was supposed to have composed 5 mostly senten- 
tious verses quoted in the Bh(oja)Pr(abandha); Vidyaveni, probably a 
poetess whose single verse was quoted in SH.; Vilasarasvati, Kalidasa’s 
mistress and a courtezan (but probably a ficticious person) who was 
supposed to have composed 4 sententious verses, quoted in BhPr.; an 
unknown poetess to whom a Persian title of honour Saripha or Sarepha 
was bestowed and who composed a single devotional verse quoted in 
VS.; and Sita, different from Sita mantioned by Dr. Raghavan and Chau- 
dhuri, who, according to tradition, was a poetess at the court of king 
Bhoja of Dhara (but probably was a fictious person); she was supposed 
to have composed 6 sententious, lyrical and flattery verses quoted in 
BhPr. On the other hand, Rajakasarasvati quoted in Skm. and consi- 
dered by Th. Aufrecht (CC, 489) as a poetess, was probably a poet called 
Rajaka with the suffix Sarasvati denoting that the author belonged to 
one of the ten mendicant orders tracing to Sankaracarya; and Cin- 
namma, with a long «4» at the end, and considered by Dr. Raghavan as 
a poetess, was a misspelt name of poet Cittapa known from anthologies 
and inscriptions. Chinnamma in some MSs. of SP. and particlarly in 
the Manuscript Library in Tanjore is also spelt in other MSs. of SP. 
Chinama or Chitrama (with a short «a» at the end) and the same verse 
is in Skm. and JS. attributed to Chittapa. 
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Anthologies which are not reliable as far as attributions are con- 
cerned quote also some verses which they purposely attribute wrongly 
to another author than the one who has composed it. That is, for 
instance, the case of some verses attributed in the Padyaveni (PV.) to 
Jagajjivana, the father of Venidatta, the compiler of PV. He did it, 
probably, for the purpose of building up the poetical fame of his father 
to whom he attributed some excellent epigrams of Bhartrhari or worthy 
of great praise famous subhdsita-s which lost already their authorship. 


These are only few of the many examples of unexpected phenomena 
encountered, when analyzing subhdsita-sarmgraha-s. 
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